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CONVENTION ON THE CONSERVATION OF EUROPEAN WILDLIFE ANO NATURAL 
MABITATS 

On 19 t h September 19 79 , on the occasion of. the Third European 
Ministe ria l Conference on the Environment , held in Bern , the Convention 
o n the Conservation o f European Wildlife and natural Habitats was 
ope ned for signature . 



The Convention ente red i nto force o n 1 June 1982 and in Nov ember 
1984 the following countries had ratified it ~ 

Austria Denmark Greece Ireland It a l y 

Liechtenstein Luxembourg Netherl ands Portugal Sweden 

Switzerland Turkey United Kingdom 

as well as the European Economic Communi ty. 

• . . -

WHY THIS CONVENTION7 

The wild flora and fauna constitute a natural heritage of aesthetic, 
scientific, cultural , recreational, economic and intrinsic value that 
needs to be preserved and handed on to future generations. 

Nurnerous species of wild flora and fauna are being seriously de 
pleted and natural habitats are suffering from non e nvironmentally 
oriented development. 

Pollution as a result of the industrial civilisation is threatening 
the biological balance of the biosphere, and the qual ity of life is at 
stake . 

- 2 -



'!';l S PURPOSE OF THE CONVE NTION 

The aims of this Convention are to conserve wild flora and fauna 
and their natural habitats , especially those species and habitats "Jhose 
conservation requires the cooperation of several states , and to promote 
such c ooperation . 

It prometes the adeptien by the centracting parties of measures 
and national policies for the conservation of wild flora, wild fauna 
and natural habi ta ts . 

The Contracting Parties undertake t o give due consider ation to 
the needs of the conservation of wild flora and fauna in their plan 
ning and development policies, and te promote education and general 
informatien in this context o 
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THE; PROTECTION OF HABITATS 

Suitable habitats 1s the key requirement to ensure the continuity 
of species . Centring on this reality, the Contracting Parties are to 
take legislative and admi nistrati ve measures t o protect the natur al 
habi tats of the species o f fauna and flora listed in the Convention . 

Special attentio~ must be g i ven to areas that are of impo r tance 
for endangered migratory species o r t hat a r e si t uated a100g their 
migration routes , where different countries have t o coordinate their 
efforts . 

In planning and developmen t procedures attenti on must be paid to 
the conservation requirements o f the areas already under protect ion so 
as to avald or minimise any deter-ioration of such" areas by rnismanage
ment of their S'J!"!"oundings . 

In this co~ text the network of biogenetic reserves of the Council 
of Europe plays an important role and will be linked to the imple -
mentation of the Bern Convention 
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THE PROTECTION OF SPECIES 

The Becn Conventian facuses its main attentian on selected specie s, 
depending :m their conservation status :' endangered (E ) , vulnerabl e (V ) , 
care (R), or th reate ned (T) with extinction . 

To this end , the Convention inclu des sorne appendices where these 
species are l is ted . Strictly protected f lora species (like the Balearic 
cornf lower) appear in Appe nd i x 1 , and strictly protected fauna species 
such as the Brown bear o r all the European rnig catocy songbirds, in 
Appendix II. 

A1I of thern shou ld r ece ive equal attention regardless of theic 
diffe r encies . 

....-... - - ---
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A~V1HI NG ABOUT HUNTABLE S?8CI ES? 

Huntabl e species may be over- exploited anc local ~opulations may 
be put at risk if ~u rrent practices go on . 

Therefore, rno st of the animaJs t p3 t are exp loi table in sorne deg ~ee 
and whose populations coul d be jeoparaised , a re included in Appenc ix 1 11 
a s " protectea fauna spec ies". This means that their e xploitation has to 
be r egulated and controlled by the adrninistration o f the countri es con 
cernee . 

STOP USING . .. ! 

In Appendix IV are listed non selective means and metheds of 
killing ana cap ture , such as snares , limes, hooks, e xplosives , poisoned 
or anaesthetic baits and ar t i f icial light sources . 

Thes~ means , considered te be capable of causing the local dis
appearence of o r seri ous disturbance to populations of certain species, 
are prohibi ted. 

I 

• 
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EXOTICS , NO THANKS ! 

Exotic species may disturb the ecological balance in the eco
systems when introduced in biotopes where they do not belong . 

This is a serious threat to natural communities and therefore 
the Convention imposes provisions to strictly control introduction of 
non - native species . 

AND MO RE ..• 

There is no doubt that information is th e keystone to any 
conservation attempt . Therefore the Convention also encourages and 
tries to coordinate research related t o its purposes . 

All rneasures are closely followed by a Standing Cornmittee of 
Contracting Parties that is responsible for the implementation of 
the Convention, and for its adaptation to meet changing circumstances . 

The Standing Committee is being served by the Council of Europe , 
which has put its well structured and experienced Secretariat at the 
disposal of the Contracting Parti es . 
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The official text of the Convention is available in English and 
Freneh . 

A brochure entitled "Giving nature a ehance the Bern Convention l1 

has been published in English and Freneh (Frenc'h title " Un espoir pour 
l a nature la Convention de Berñe " ). prepared by M. F. BROGGI. (Tc 
obtain this pUblication Publications Section, Council of Europe . 
BP ~31 R6 . F-67006 Strasbourg Cedex) . 

European Information Centre 
for Nature Conservation 
COUNCIL OF EURO PE 
BP 431 R6 
F- 67006 Strasbourg Cede x 

The European Information Centre for Nature Conservation is an organ 
of the Council of Europe. It works for the protection of the environment . 
Created to be the "voice" of the Council of Europe in this field , the Centre 
works through a unique network of National Agencies in the 21 member 
countries (see 1ist be1ow) and correspondents in non -member countries . 

The Centre realises its mandate of creating awareness and diffusing 
information by organising campaigns, publishing magazines and bu11etins 
and running a documentation service . 
Au.t~ia/Aut~iche 
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Wi neoscl .. ften . lnstitut fü~ 
~ltvissen.chsften und Na tur
.chutl 
Hein~ichst~.s"e 5/111 
A BOlO GIlAZ 

Bdgi""¡&elgique 

Ing. K. SEGER.~ 

EoIulI; et Fo~¡;t" 
29,Chau •• é. d'l .. elle. 
B 1050 BR1JXELLE S 

c,prus/Chypre 

Nstur e Conse~vstion Service 
Kinistry of Agritu l tu~e and 
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~ 
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Bundesve rband für U~e ltsehutz 
Kalkhulstra .... 24. Po . tf"ch )2.02.10. 
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GreeeelGreee 

K.Byron ANTlPAS S .. erétaire c..1-
Socié t é hellénique pour la Proteetion 
de la Na tute 
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GR 119 ATIlENES 

Icehndlls¡ande 

H~ . Ci"U GISLASON Oir .. e to~ 
Na turo, Conservadon Council 
tlverfi .sotu 26 
ISL 101 REYK.lAVIK 

l r elandllr!ande 

Hr. John I1cLOIJGHUN 
Dpt. of Fisher ies and fore.try 
Fore. t and Wildlif .. Serviee 
Leuon Lane 
IRL DUBUN 2 

lUlylltali, 

D~.".a Ele .... KAKMONE 
Mini.t~ re de t'Ag~i~ulture et 
des Fo~¡t . , 6u~eau d ... Relation' 
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18 vi . XX Sette"",re 
1 00167 ROMA 

lDS. H..r'" BRoceI 
Lieehtena t eioische Gesellsthaft fü~ 
U_dtschut~ 

Keilisk r eu~ 52, P"a ttseh 254 
EL 9490 VADUZ 
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H. Cha rle. ZIHMER 
Di r . de. Es .. a et Foreta . SP 411 
)4 Av . de la Po r t e-Neuve 
L WXEHIlOURG VIllE 

Halta/Hd te 

MT.. George SPlTERI 
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Dr. Jura ROHlfER 
Ligue Sui .... pour la ProteH ion de 1, Nature 
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CH 4020 BALE 
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Mr. K •• "n ASKAZ Pr~.ident Turki.h ASa. f or 
the Con aervation oí Nature snd Nat. Resourees 
Ken .. k •• aok . 29/4, ! "Di .ehi r 
,,~ 

united KinSdo .. /Royau .... Uoi 

Ms. S.H. PE/Uf"{ 
NCC , CS Keadquarten, Nort","inate~ tIo.ue 
Nor tllllinner Ro . d 
G6 PETEltBOUROUGH PE 1 IUA 

En\l irolllDl!nt Pro t ection CeDt r,,-, Dpt. of HuI ch, 
BiShi. u.LKARA, Halta 

lIetherland,/Pays Su 

K~ . D.A . }!UtTZlNC 
Dir . for Enviro..,.,.ntal Prote~tion and lIil d
life Ha na!'., .... nt . Hin. of Agriculture and 
fisheri"- I , PO Box 20 401 
2500 EK S GIlAVEIIliAGE 

No""ay/Norvo,S" 

Hu. lune SIGlIENU 
Miniatry ol Environment 
Myntga t en 2. ro Soa 8013 DEI' 
N OSLO 1 

Fortuss l 

Hr . Sui FRElRE DE ANDRADE 
Lisa para o Protec~.o da Natur "u. 
Eunda do C.lhar iz de l!enfi~. 110 187 
P 1500 LISBOA 

Sp.in/Espasne 

M. Joaquin ROS . Subdirector Cal. de Fo""don 
d el CEOTMA, Dir. Cal. del Medio Ambiente, 
Min. de Obus Publieaa y Urbanismo 
P.seo de la Caa tellana 63 
E MADRID 3 

Svden/S"o,de 

Hr s . Anne von tlOFSTEN 
Haturvlrd5ve r ket , PO Box 1302 
S 171 25 50LHA 
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