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Conservation status of reptiles in the Canary Islands 

by 

A. Machado, L.E López-Jurado & A. Manín 

Introduclion 

On the occasion of the symposium " Herpetologia Canariensis", organized by 
the Museum Alexander Koenig (Bonn), November 1-3, 1984, we considered 
il appropriate to present an aClual vision of the conservatíon slatus of the Cana­
rian herpetofauna. We also feel compelled 10 do il because of Ihe recent proti­
feral ion of endangered species lists and red data books, complelcd by interna­
tional organiza¡ions (IUCN, Council of Europe, etc). In various cases, these 
works only compi le information previously extant in publications, which are 
usually not specific on conservation. This gives base to a distorted view of ¡he 
true status of lhe species in nalU re. 

In this context, we present an analysis of the conservatio n status ofthe Cana­
rian reptiles (marine spedes exduded) based o n our direcl ficld knowledge and 
gathered IhroughoUl several years of work in all islands. Moreover, we do not 
have any reference of publicalions Ihal Ireal Ihis malter in delail. That of Baez 
& al. (1984), despite lhe tille, on ly refers 10 distribution of specics and their 
nalural cnem ies, and does nOI discuss specific conservational aspects. 

Studies on Canarian reptiles 

The literature on Canarian repti les is rich relative 10 Ihe varicty of the fauna 
and, in particular, to its high endemic level. Thus, many publications altend 
to descriptions of new taxa, biogeography and the very interesting island evolu­
tionary aspects. There are also gederal synthetical works like Ihose of Salvador 
(1984), Klemmer (1976) or Baez (1984). Nevertheless, and as could be stated by 
the pape:rs presented in the Herpetologia Canariensis Symposium, in reccnt ycars 
a revival of Canarian reptile Sludies has laken place. This may be due lo lhe 
developmenl of new fields of study (cl hology, captive breeding, reproduction, 
physiology, etc) or the emergence of modern and more sophisticated techni­
ques (cytogenelic, biochemical) applied lo dassicaltheses. Field work has become 
more specialized and even limited populations on small islets and offshore rocks 
are being studied (Joger & Bischoff 1983, Martín 1985, Bischoff 1985, etc). An­
other important branch of slUdy. that will probably grow quickly in Ihe imme­
diate future, is that of fossil species syslematics and past distribution. 
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In Ihis paper we have included a bibliography of Canarian herpetology, con­
vinced that il gives a better idea o f whal has beco ach icved and Ihal il will be 
of help lo anyone intcrested in Canarian reptiles. 

T hrealened categories 

The gcographic area examined in this work is Ihe Canary Islands. This signifies 
Iha! Ihe assigned conservation categories apply only 10 Canarian populations. 
Sinee Ihe majorilY of cases refer 10 cndcmics, these categories are valid al a 
laxa status. The only exceptions are: H emidaclylus flIrciclIS. an alien recently 
introduced, Cholcides viridanus and Chalcides sexlinealus which also inhabit 
Madeira, bUI were probably introduced by man (Pasteur, 1981 p. 7). 

The universally accepted threatened categories of IUCN (vide Honegger 1978; 
BIas Aritio 1976; Groombridge 1982) are used, but slightly adapted to an archi­
pelago scale. The time gap for trend evaluation is approximately 15 years. 

Endangered (E): Thxa in danger of extinction and whose su rvival is unlikely if Ihe 
causal factors continue operating. Included are taxa whose numbers have been reduced 
to a critical level or whose habilals have been so drastically reduced Ihal they are 
deemed lO be in immediate danger of exlinction. (We will differentiau; as Ex laxa 
or populations Ihat are possibly already extincl). 

Vu Inerable (V): Thxa believed likely 10 move into lhe endangered category in Ihe near 
future if the causal factors conlinuc operating. Included are laxa of which most, 
or all, the populations are decreasing due to over-exploilation, exlensive deslruClion 
of habitat or other environmental disturbance; laxa with populations that have been 
seriously depleled and whose ultimate securily is not yet assured¡ and taxa with popu­
lalions Ihal are slill abundanl bUI are under Ihreat from serious adverse faelon 
throughoul their range. 

R a re (R): Taxa wilh small world (Canarian) populations that are nOI at present endan­
gered or vulnerable but are al risk. These laxa are usually localised wilhin restrieled 
geographical areas or habilats or are thinly scanered over a more extensive range. 

I nd eter minal e (1): laxa known 10 be "endangered", "vulnerable" or "rare" but where 
Ihere is not enough informalion to say whieh of the three eategories is appropriale. 

I nsu fficient Iy known (K): laxa Ihat are suspec¡ed but not definitely known 10 belong 
10 any of ¡he aboye categories, because of lack of information. 

No! threatened (nt). 

Status or reptiles in Ihe Canary Islands 

On lable 1 a generallisl of Canarian reptiles is given and their Ihreatened calc­
gory symbols are shown for each island, islet or rack, if present. 

Goflo/io aff. simonyi 1) is the o nly laxon considered cndangered. The popula­
tion on Hierro is Tf!Sl riCled to a stock of one hundred specimens living in extreme 
conditions on a ridge of a c1iff face. For a detailed account see Machado (1985). 

1) Bias Antio (1976 p. SO) «msiden Gran Canarian (!) and Hierro Oiantlizards in necd of special 
proteclion. IUCN Red Data Book (1978) and Couneil or Europc's threattned amphibians and rep­
tiles lisl (Hontgger 197&: 79) ineludes onl)' the lalter undtr "tndan&tred" slatus. 
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Tab le 1. Status of reptiles in the Canary Islands. 

Fam. GEKKON IDAE H , 1 , 2 G P T , 1 ,2 e F 1 L • m • , 
7brell/ola d. delalandii 

(Dum. &: Bibron, 1836) R R m "' R R 
Taren /ola boettgeri boettgeri 

Sleind., 1891 "' Taren lOla b. h /er rensis 
Joger &: BischoIT 1983 "' Tl1renlola gomerensis 
Joger &: Bischorr, 1983 G 

7bren lola angus/lmenrl1/is 
Sleind., 1891 "' R "' "' R R R V 

H emidocr)'lus rUfrinls 
(Linn~ 1758) V 1 

Fam. LACERTIOAE H , 1 , 2 G P T ,1 ,2 e F 1 L • m • , 
C I1110110 s/mon)'1 

(Sleind., 1889) E, 
Callolia arr. simon)'; E 
Callor /11 slehlin; 

(Schenkel, 19(1) "' Calloril1 gl111011 gl1l1oli 
(Oudan , 1839) "' 0 l1l1or/11 g111101; eisenlfTJUI; 
BischoIT, 1982 "' R 

C allor /11 galloll Insulonagae 
Manin, 198$ V 

0I1/1or /11 g111101; pulmtle 
(Roen, &: MOller, 1914) "' Ol1l1orll1 gl111011 gomenn 
(Roen. &: MOller, 1914) m 

C I11101111 gl1/1o li ~ris 
(Lehrs, 1914) "' R 

0 111101111 I1r/l1n /ico 
(Peters &: Doria, 1882) V "' "' "' V V V ," 

Fam. SCINC IDAE H , 1 >2 G P T , 1 ,2 e F 1 L • m • , 
Chl1leldes ~lridl1nus ~iridl1nus 

(Gra\'ellh., 18$1) m m R 
Chalcides ~. coeruleopunell1lUS 

Salvador, 191$ m 
Chl1lcides sulinl'l1lUS 

Stcilld., 1891 m 
Chale/des (polylep/s) occldell/al/s 

(Steilld., 1900)11 R 1 

S Y M BO l. S 
H - Hierro ' 1 - Roque de T ierra • -Graciosa 
, 1 - Grealer Roque Salmar ,2 - Roque de Fuera m - Mina. Clara 
, 2 - Smal1 er Roque Sal mor e - Gran Callaria , -A1egra ll Ul 
p - Palma F - Fuertevenlura , -Roque Este 
G - Gomera 1 - Isla de Lobos 
T - "Thllerife L -Lanz.arotc 

2) ¡lIlhe Bnlish Museum (Natura l HISIOry) there are speclmens or '11lrenlo lo and Gallo lla ooUeeted 
by Hugh 8. e OIl ill the Roque del Este, o ff Lamarote (011 Sept. 20th 1931, afIer Velsoe, 1951). 
\Ve ha'IC beell 0 11 ¡he rock (March 1976, Sept. 1983) and havr 1I0( SCCII lizards. 
3) Pasteur (1981) melllio lls that occidenll1lis may be a vaJ id species. 
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Fig. t. The "Roque Chico" of Salmor (El Hierro). Iype localilY of the now atinct Ga/· 
fOlia simonyi. PIJoto A. Machado. 

The Lizarel of Salmor, G. simollyi (Slei nd .), is cxlincl as confirmed during 
AugusI 1984. A funher r~ord of G. simollyi on Ihe Roque de Fuera (Anaga, 
Tenerife) given by Báez & Bravo (1983) is probably an error (Marlín 1985). 

AH populalions inhabiting smaU islelS or rocks offshore have 10 be c!assified 
as 'rare', beeause of Iheir small size, bUI deserve extra consideration when Ihose 
populalions have a special taxonomic slalus, such as Gol/aria gol/ori insulano· 
goe Manín, 1985 (endemic 10 Ihe Roque de Fuera). In Ihis panicu lar case, Ihe 
presenl day Ihreal is collecüng and therefore Ihe laxan was placed under cale· 
gory 'vu lnerable'. 

Threat analysis 

H abital reduclio n 
Sinee man arrived in the Canary Islands (not prcvious 10 2000 RC., Caslro Alfin 
1983: 83) many changes have laken place in Ihe insular environment, especially 
with lhe devclopment of modern civilization. In general terms, one may con· 
elude Ihat a group of large size reptiles have suffered a slrong d~l ine if not 
exlinet ion (Kl:immer 1982, Machado 1985). 

However, mosl or the remain ing replilian fauna has gained an important 
advanlage as the available habilat has increased due 10 deforeSlation and increa­
sed aridity in vast seclOrs of the islands (vide Machado 1976, Castro Alfin 1983). 
Olher favourable faclo rs inelude Ihe establishment of fruil monocultures (vine­
yards, Opuntio, tomaloes. bananas, etc) and Ihe extensive building of stone fences 
and walls (lig. 2). 

In general, habitat reduetion is nOI a real problem fo r Canarian reptiles today. 
As suggesled above, many !izareis and geckos adapt success fully 10 agricultural 
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Fig. 2. The cultivated arcas in the intermediate zones of some islands may represent a 
habitat expansion fo r lhermophilic repliles .. Photo 1. Sánchez. 

systems, and they may even ¡ncrease, as sometimes occurs with other groups 
of yerlebrales (Y. habitat expansion in birds, V01soe 1955). Neyert hc1ess, sorne 
spccial cases are wonh menlioning. 

Hemidac/ylus eSlablished itself in lhe Barranco de Santos in Ihe surroundings 
o f lhe municipal market of Santa Cruz (Baez 1979) bul it could be threalened 
if lhe works of re-developmen! and canalization of Ihe rayine (= barranco) con­
ti nue. 

The Gran Canarian population of GallOlia atlanlicu41 is restricled lO a small 
area of 2.5 x 1 km, and il is possible tha! lhis arca may bccomc urbanized. 

The small Roque del Este, 1I km off Lanzarote, was used as a large! by Spa­
nish Navy and Ai rforce (see fOOlnOle 2) liII the sixlies. The Oefcnse Depart­
ment was made awarc Iha! the larges! Spanish colony of Falco eleonorae breeds 
¡here. The bombing was subseq ueml y slopped. bUI there is no guarantee lhal 
il will nOI be resumed. 

Killing . Irapping an d bioci1de s 
Country youths amuse lhemsclycs by ' lishing' or killing lizards. Calching is done 
wilh Ihe help of a long 'balango'51 ( = Avena barbara POlI. ex Link) whose slem­
lip is transformed into a lasso noose. In addition, calapu lt s, gummy-guns and 
modern a ir-rines. - ilIegally - are sl ill used . wilh lizards and birds bc ing Iheir 

4) Barquín & Martín (1982) considcr it as possibly imroducW. On Ihe olher hand. Gal/olia slehlini 
has been recently observed in Fuerteventu r;¡ (Tiscamanita. F. Dominguez, 1984 pers. eomm.) asso­
cia le<! wilh eane-bundles broughl for use in lomato·fields fl"Qm Gran Canaria. 

S) The same practiee is done in Madeira. and called 'balanco' (Sarmemo, A.A., 1984: Vertebrados 
da Madeira, vo l. 1, Funchal., p. 244) 
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favorite targets. Thc ¡mpacl on Iizard populations is nOI vcry important , bUI 
it represem s a mischicvous behaviour and sets abad e,''I(ample for young genera­
liaos. 

Lizards may achicve very high densities and cause considerable economic 
damage to vincyards, lomatoes and o on a lesser seale. 10 strawbcrries and mar· 
kct garden planl secdlings. In Ihe pasl farmers used tobacco 10 poi son lizards 
(Viera y C lavija 1886); more recend y, a fter Ihe use of slrychnine sulphate was 
prohibited, (armers lurned 10 killing Ihem wilh Fosferno (abandoned), Lannalc 
(cxtensive), and Furadan and Nemacur (slarting), which are produClS commonly 
used as fungicides o r ncmatocides in lhe banana plamations. 

Thc biocide is mixed with lomato or ripe bananas and its effect on the repti· 
les is almos! instamaneous because of it 's very high toxicity'¡. !t's effect may 
easily extend to birds and othcr animals (includ ing dogs). One of us (López· 
Jurado) rtX:ordcd more than 2000 lizards killcd during o ne lomato crap in a 
plamation o f 5-6 hectarcs in southern Gran Canaria. In the same arca he has 
placed bait (tOmalo + Lannate) al 15 spots and collected 92 lizards (87 dead) 
and 1 skink . 

Big plaslic bags (fertilizer packel s) and deep tin-cans (fig. 3) wi th bait, water, 
or o il, are hung or fixed on the boundary walls of fields. Lizards fall inside, 
sometimes in huge quantities. Tello Marquina (1979) collecled 50 specimens in 
a bag, in six hours. Aflerwards Ihey are burricd or burned (!). When heavy 
damage occurs71 childrcn may be paid for bringing in dead lizards. 

These praclices, even Ihough nOI sufficieml y comrolled, do not lhrealen any 
rcptilian taxa and may be regarded as a eou nterbalance of population cxplo­
sioos due tO agricultuTC activilY. Howcvcr, the use of Ihe mentioned biocides 
has, in many cases, scvere adverse consequenees on other species, mainly birds 
(blackbirds, chiff-chaffs, warblers, elc) and their use should be avoided. 

The Regional AgricullUTC Centre (CRIDA XI) did research 10 find mechani­
cal, biologieal and nature-com patible melhods 10 conlrol lizard plagues (Tello 
Marqui na, op.c.) but the project was cancellcd befOTC any satis faclory results 
were obtained. 

Introduced s pecies 
Natural predators of reptiles in the Canary Islands are kestrels (very efficienl), 
buzzard, shrikes, stonecurlews, ravens, choughs, hoopoes (Pérez Padrón, pers. 
comm.), Barn and l..ong-eared owls (t hese ¡alter IWO mainly on gedos), and 
shrews. Dogs, cats, ral s and, 10 a lesser scale. hedgehogs also calch reptiles. The 

6) Act iwc agenl5 are Ethylptlrtlfion for Fosferno, M~lhomyl for Lannate, Carbofurone for Furadan 
and Fenami/os for Nemacur. Letal oral dosis of commerdal product for male rau are: 26 m&fKg, 
113 -160 mg/Kg, 23-40 rng/Kg and J2- 47 mg/ Kg respectively (based on dala from Worlhing, 
1979). 

7) Economk loss of JO ,. of production in tomato. vegetable and ornamental seedli ngs: 40 .,. in 
vineyard5 in 1'enerife (DIAR IO DE LAS PALMAS. January 21, 1979: "l.llcha contra los lagartos"), 
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Fig. 3. Tin caos used as !izard traps 10 cOnlrol popu­
lations in cultivated fields. Photo C. Hernández­
Rubio. 
Fig. 4. Cooservation poster (40 x 30 cm). produce<! 
by the Union of Insular Councils. lis message means 
"El Hierro, where there still is Nalure". In smaller [exl 
information on the siat us of Gal/olia simoflyi and 
its importance to science is g¡ven. 
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importance of predation by Ihe latler menl ioned species is low on small reptiles 
bUI, as postulated by Machado (1985), could have beell Ihe reason for the de­
cline of lhe large Iizards. Fortunatel y, snakes have nOI been introduced inlo the 
archipelago. If th is was the case, considerable iropacl o n reptiles by competi­
tion and/o r predation would be cxpecled . Competition betwcen goats and rab­
bi ts with herbivorous rept iles is of ¡mponance only at speci fi c sites. 

C ollec l ing an d trade 
The extinction of Gallotia simollyi on its onJy confirmed locality (smaller Roque 
de Sal mor) was due 10 overcollection, mainly for sciemific purposes bUI also 
fo r commercial interest, and occurred in a period of only 42 years. Th is threat 
still exists for all spccies populat ions living in reduced zones, Iike islets or rocks 
o ffshore, and it is magnified by thcir taxonomical status. At present many col­
leclors concentrale on endemics or any type of 's ingulari ty' (v. Comple San 
1977), as keeping reptiles as pels is an increasi ng hobby in Europe. 

Collecli ng for science or for other reasons is regulaled by law, as discussed 
bclow, but not everybody appl ies for a license, and control on remOle sites 
(emains difficuh. 

Trade in Canarian reptiles is nowadays slricll y rcgulated and practically pro­
hibited. The Depanment of Cornrnerce (alld in many cases, foreigll aulhori­
ties) will ask for an ICONA') license, before giving ¡he cxport/impon perrni t. 
Sorne authorized consignments of Iizards and frogs were sen! from Gran Cana-
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ria in 1979, bUI a slrong conlroversy arose in the public media, and therefore 
the activity was halted. 

Superslition 
Townspeople in the Canaries are now much more aware of lizards, in particu­
lar, due 10 Ihe Giant lizard of Hierro, which has become a symbol of conserva­
lion (fig. 4). In ¡he country, howcver, reptiles are jusI noxious animals ('bichos'), 
and many women do become very afraid of them, placing poison around Iheir 
houses. 

Geckos still suffe r from superstition. Sorne people belicve they can spit or 
urinale in one's eye causing loss of visiono In northern Gomera (A lonso Her­
rera, pers. cornm.) it is secn as a very dangerous animal. They are considered 
lO like milk and Iherefore Ihey enter nursing babies' mouths as lhey sleep, pro­
ducing asphyxia. Babies are walched and parenlS may place chewed tobacco 
al their side to prevent Ihe gcckos. When Ihey catch o ne, they pUl sorne tobacco 
in its mouth, causing a rapid death. 

On Ihe contrary, skinks are trealed with respecl. An elderly person lold us 
(Fuertcventura) Ihal people used lO pUl a living skink inside a picce of cane 
and keep il hanging around their oeck, Ihinking it was good remedy fo r coughs 
and aSlhma. Sarmento (J948, p. 239) describes a similar practice from Madeira, 
usi ng LAcerlo dugesi M. Edw. On Gomera, the skink was placed alive under 
Ihe hal and carried along 10 cure headaches, dandruff and 10 prevenl lice. Mr 
Florencio Fumero, who was was a foresl ranger al Vilanor, Tenerife (died May 
1982), did Iive wilh a skink permanently in his hal; it should be good for (he 
heahh. 

Legal proleclion 

Spain's first protected animal species lisl was established by Ihe Decree 2573/ 1973 
of October, 5th. It covered 7 mammals, 44 bi rds and 3 reptiles (chamaleon and 
IWO landlurt les). Later, by Ihe Royal Decrce 3181/ 1980 o f December, 30th, a 
much st ronger regu1ation was approved. and the lisl of strictly protccted fauna 
species greal ly increased, following Ihe philosophy of the Convention for the 
Protcclion of Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern Convention). 

In all Spanish terrilory, (he hUnli ng, capture, lenancy, traffie, commerce and 
exportation of (he fauna species Iisled is prohibited, as is (he collecting of eggs 
or young. The preparalion and commerce of stuffed specimens is a1so prohibited. 

In addition, regulatlons governing collection for scientifie, conservation, cul­
tural o r educationa1 purposes are given. Under special circumstances, lempo­
rary caplure or hunting of protecled species can be authorized 10 preveO( damage 
to olher species, crops, properly, health o r public safety. The export of living 
protccled animals or their eggs can be allowed only when reintroduction pro­
jecls in Olher counlries are involved. 



Conservat ion status o f Canary repti les 19l 

The fO llowing reptilesel inhabiting the Canary Islands are protected: 
'Salamanquesa costera' Hemidactylus turdcus 
'Salamanquesa común' Threntola mauritanica 
'Salamanquesa canaria' Tarentola delalandii 
'Lagarto de Haría' Lacena al/antica 
'Lagarto gigante de Hierro' Lacena simonyi 
'Lagarto canarión' Lacena slehlini 
'Lagarto tizón' Lacena galloli 
'Eslizón canario' Chalcides viridanus 

These are ¡he names rhar appcar in (he Royal decree. Spain's aUlhorities pro­
bably followed nomenclature established by Salvador (1974) in his field guide 
(except for T. delalandii, which is correctly named as " perinquén"). The list is 
obviously not consistem with recent nomenclatorial changes and has to be upda­
ledo It establishes at least sorne Spanish official common names fo r the Cana­
rian rept iles. We do not discuss ir they are lhe most appropiate. On Table 11 

Ta ble 11. Local names o f rept iles in (he Canary 1s1ands. 

barbazul 
bocinegro 
bocln 
barbolete 
ca~harón 
~a~heros 
lagartija 
lagartija de la Virgen 
lagartija 
lagarl ijo 
lagarto 
lebrancho 
lisa 
lisneja 
mero (meriIO) 
paperos 
papa:wles 
pen(r)inqué 
perenquén" 
pijina 
pracan 
rayada 
rolisa 
salamandra 
tijita 
tizo (tizón) 
ve rdino (verdín) 

aduh male lizurd, Palma 
aduh male ¡izurd, southem Tenerife 
adult male lizurd. southem Tenerife 
adull male lizurd, Palma 
adult male lizurd, NW Palma 
adult male lizurd, La Gomera 
skink, Gran Canaria 
skink, southern Gomera 
5mall or striped lizurds., Palma, Tenerife 
common lizard, Hierro 
gianl lizard, Hierro 
big lizard (appliOO 10 olher animals 100) 
skinks. weslern i51ands 
skink, Fuertevenlura 
black male Hierro common lizard 
adult male lizard, Palma 
adult male lizard, Palma 
geckos., Gran Canaria 
geckos, Tenerife, Hierro and eastem isJands 
juvenile lizard, soulhem Tenerife 
ge<:ko$, Gomera 
remale lizard, cenlral Gomera 
skink, northern Gomera 
geckos, Palma 
juvenile li zard, Tenerife and Palma 
adult male lizard. nonhem and SE Tenerife 
adull maje lizard, Tenerife 

• Following WOlfel (1965, p. 661) Ibis term should be considered as an aboriginal word. 

8) ICONA is Ihe Instituto Nacional para la Conservación de la Naturaleza, an aUlonomous body 
inside Ihe Departmenl for Agriculture, Fisheríes and Food, govcmed by a Director General. 

9) Al! marine tunles found in Canarian waters are li5lOO, but we are nol considering Ihe sea envi­
ronmenl in Ihis papero For further information on lurlles, sec Brilo HernAndez (1982) or López 
Jurado et al. (1983). 
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a Iist of local names compiled by us is given. It shows a great variety and lack 
of uniformil Y in denominations. 

The Bern convent ion was signed by the 5panish 51ate (19 Sep. 1979) bUI has 
nOI yet been ratjfied (Aug. 1985). Regarding land reptiles, Lacerta simonyi is 
included in Appendix II of slrict ly pratected species (no exploitation). Under 
Appendix 111 (protecled fau na species) aU reptiles nOI included in Appendix 
11 are considered. This las! category implies thal legislalive and administrative 
measures shall be taken to ensure the protection o f these wild species, by regu­
laling any type of exploilation. 

The Royal decree which stays in force, is related to Ihe Hunting law o f 1970, 
whose orientation is more towards the hunting act ivilY Ihan 10 proleclion of 
wild species. A General law for conservation of nature is being prepared al pre­
sent. In Ihis COntexl, an international instrument Iike Ihe Bern convention, beco­
ming domestic law when ratified, would be of great value. 

Apar! from Spanish law, Ihere is again a special case with Ga/lotia simollyi, 
wh ich has been Iisled as an endangered species by the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service (Federal regisler on February 29, 1984) under Ihe provisions 
of the Endangered species act of 1973. Th is declares il iIlegal for any person 
subjecl 10 Ihe jurisd iction of the United 51ales to take, impon or expon , pos­
sess, carry or conduct any commerce with Ihal lizard. 

None of Ihe Canarian reptiles are included in Ihe Convention on Internatío­
nal Trade in Endangered Species o f Wild Fauna and Flora (C. I.T.E.S.). 

Habitat protection o\'erview 

The Canary islands have a high number of protected areas, in accordance with 
Ihe richness and singularilY o f its biola. We consider il of inleresl 10 give a braad 
view of (hese areas (see lig. 6) and Ihe protection of habilal for repli les. 

TEIDE NATlONAl PARK: Established by decree in 1954 and reestablished by law 
in 1981; volcanic region (lig. 5) wilh high mountain shrub vegctation in Ihe middle and 
upper pans o f the island of Tenerife (betwecn 2,000 and 3,717 m all itude). Extension 
13,500 heclares; four perma nent rangers in thc lield. Gal/otia galfoti eisenfrauti is abun­
dam; rew geckos and skinks have been seen. 

CALDERA DE TABVRIENTE NATIONAl PARK in la Palma, established by decree 
in 1954 and reestablishe<! by la ... in 1981. Decp depression ranging from 300 10 2,423 
m ahilude. Covers 4690 hectares mainly o f Canary pine forest. 1\\'0 permanenl rangers 
in Ihe ficld. Lizards in general uneommon; geckos scaree. 

GARAJONAY NATIONAL PA RK: Established by law in 1981. Cenlral foresle<! ("Iau­
ris ilva") region of Gomera (between 700 and 1,487 m altitude). Extension 3,984 hecta­
res; nine permanent rangers in lhe licld. Sorne lizards, skinks and geckos in Ihe soulh­
ern parl of Ihe park, locally cornmon. 

T1MANFAYA NATIONAL PARK: Established by law in 1974 and reeslablished in 
1981. Covers 5,107 heclares of historie lava flows on Lanzarote. Th"O permanenl rangers 
in lhe lield. Lizards reSl rieled 10 kipukas. 

EL CANAL Y LOS TIlES MAN AND BlOSPHERE RESERVE: Declared by de­
cree in 1984 in Ihe island of La Palma. S«lor of deep ravine between 2.50 and 1,400 m 
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Fig. 5. Habitat of Gollolio golloli eisemTOuI;, a common species in Teidc National Park. 
Pholo A. Machado. 

altiludc with 51 1 hect ares of laurisilva and pine foresl; propcrly of ICONA; one perma­
nenl rauger in the field. Lizards scarce, only in upper parls. 

DUNAS DE CORRALEJO E ISLA DE LOBOS NATU RAL PARK: ESlablished by 
dccree in 1983. Embraces 2,482 hectares of a dune syslem and a smalJ volcanic island 
wit h xerophytic vegetalion. Highest poinl al 127 m; one pcrmanent ranger in ¡he field. 
Lizards and geckos common in Lobos, bU! less common in the dunes al Corralejo. 

MASPALOMAS NATURE SITE: Has a provisional prolection slatus due to Royal 
dccrce 1741 of June 25, 1982. No pcrmanem ranger in Ihe field. 328 hectares o f coastal 
dunes wi th palms and Tamorixvegelalion. Very interesling lizard populalion; skinks and 
geckos occasional. 

The si te where Callo/ia afr. simonyi survives in Hierro fall s inside a publie 
forest - under lCONA's lUlelage - and access has been prohibited since 1975. 
Permanent vigilance from out side is maintained. However, a projccl for Ihe dec­
laration of Ihe whole zone inc1uding Ihe Roques de Salmor is under admini­
strat ive process and ready for pub!ic hearing. This fUlure Slnel Reserve ("Reserva 
Integral ") will probabl y join lhe Biogenelic Reserves Network of the Council 
of Europe. 

• Aclion ror Ihe fulure 

The situation of lhe Canarian replile fauna is nOI as dangerous as thal of other 
venebrate groups, or even plants. Aelions will be takcn in Ihe immediate future 
to try to recover Hierro's Giant Iizard from its cxlremely endangcred status, and 
its biolopc is in lhe proeess of being declared a St riel Natu re Reserve. Legisla­
tion will be actualized soon, and natura! habitat prolection is entering lhe general 
process of land use planning10). 

10) The Land Use Act, presently undcr considcralion, incorporales "Planes Especiales de Protec­
ción y Catalogación de Espacios Naturales" ( = Special Plans ror the Protection and Catalogueing 
or Naturales Sites) ror al! islands except Gran Canaria. 
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Neverlheless, even being oplimisl ic, Ihere are slill sorne olher points lhal 
deserve altention. 
- Educalional material on reptiles' role in nalure should be prepared nOI only 
ror school children, but in particular ror people in the cou ntry. 
- New methods ror controlling lizard plagues must be applied, stopping Ihe 
actual and iIIegal use or strong biocides. 
- Any localized replile population that is somehow singular, should be Slu­
died, delimited and, ir necessary, proleclion of ils habitat should be sought. 
- A Striet Nature Reserve embracing Ihe non-inhabited rocks and islets north 
or Lanzarote (Roque del Este, Roque del In fierno, Montaña Clara and Ale­
granza) should be promoted. Th~ sarne is valid ror bOlh Roques de Anaga, orr 
Tenerire. 
- Colleclion or reptiles in small rocks and islels should be slriclly controlled 
10 prevent decimalion of vulnerable and rare populations. 
- A solution for pel·keepers' interests could be round by regulating sorne form 
of farming lhcir producto or laking advamage or speciaI cases (plagues, etc). 

Zusammenfassung 

In di~r Arbeil wird der SchulZSlatus d~r landlebend~n Reptilien der Kanarischen Inseln 
analysiert, basierend auf den Freilanderfahrungen der V~rfasser. Zur Beurteilung der Art~n 
werden IUCN Kategorien verwendet. Krilische Arten sowie die Reptilienpopulationen 
beeinnussenden Fakloren werden ertlrterl. l.elztere beinhalten Habitatvcrll.nderungen, 
das TOlen, Abfangen ocIer Vergiflen aus wirtschafllichen GtOnden oder aus Aberglau­
ben, das Sammeln und den Einnull eingefUhrter Arten. Ga/lolia aff. simonyi iSI das 
einzige als "bedrohl" eingestufle fuon , allerdings werden die meisten Reptilienpopula­
tionen aur Felsen oder Inselchen als "gefll.hrdet" angesehen. Bisher vorliegende Studien 
über kanarische Echsen werden kommentiert, und eine Bibliographie der bisher verO(­
fentlichten Arbdten wird als Appendix beigefOgl. AuBerdem ..... -c rden g~tz1iche Beslim­
nlungen, national und inlernational, diskutiert. Soweil es den Schutz der Reptilien belrifft, 
werden die kanarischen Nalurparke und Reservale erwthnt. Aklue ll~ Schutzprogramme 
w~rden kurz erl!l.utert und Vorschl!l.ge fO r zukOnftige Aklionen gemacht. 

Resumen 

En esle trabajo se presenta un análisis del estado de conservación d~ la fauna de repti les 
terrestres de las Islas Canarias (España) basado en la experiencia de campo de los aulO­
res. Se Ulilizan las categorlas de conservación de la UICN y se discuten las ~speci~s críti· 
cas y 105 principales faclores de amenaza que af«tan a las poblaciones. Entre 6;tos se 
tralan las alteraciones del habitat, caza, trampeo y biocidas, especies introducidas, oole<:· 
cionismo, comercio y supersticiones. El Lagarto gigante de El Hierro (Ga/loria aff. simcr 
nyl) es el unico taxon que se considera amenazado de exlinción, y la mayorfa d~ las pobla· 
ciones de repti les de roques e islotes figuran bajo la calegorla de vulnerables o raros. 
Se comentan en general los estudios existentes sobr~ reptiles de Canarias y se aporta 
una bibliografia prácticamente oompl~ta sobre Herpetología Canaria. Asimismo se incluye 
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una lista de nombres locales de los reptiles terrestres y se discUlen las disposiciones lega­
les, tanto nacionales como internacionales, que afectan a su conservaciÓn. Thmbien se 
expone una panorámica de la protecciÓn de habitat para repti les obtenida en la red canaria 
de parques y reservas naturales. Por últ imo se comentan sucintamente los programas 
de conservaciÓn actualmente en marcha y se aportan algunas sugerencias para acciones 
en el futuro. 
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